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ABSTRACT 
{ This paper discusses two conferences that focus on 
readership and authorship in an attempt to make reading and writing 
nore sighificant in the lives of young people\ The Arizona Young 
Authors Conference provides a wide range of opportunities for 
students to write and to begin tc realize their potential as young 
writers. “Participating children, from kindergarten through 
eighth-grade, represent their schools and include’ a variety of 
acatlesic, socioeconomic, linguistic, racial, and ethnic groups. The 
Young Readers Award stimulates the interest of children and youth in 
reading literature. The children read, or are read, at least 5 of 20 
selected books and vote on their favorite, to, express their 
appreciation to aythors who write in a manner which appeals directly 
to them. Many persons in schools, libraries, wniversities, and homes 
are’ involved in these conferences and’ are working together with a . 
common goal cf encouraging reading and writing by all children in the 
schoolylibrary community. (MB) ‘ 


REREGERER AES ER SEAS SESE DE RADDA SEAR EERE REE EERE REESE EREREE ERE EREERESESEEEE 
* Deécuments acquired by ERIC include many informal unpublished 

* materials not available f'rom other sourcas. ERIC makes every effort * 
* to obtain the best copy available. Nevertheless, items of marginal * 
* reproducibility are often encountered and this affects the quality * 
* of the micrcfiche and hardcopy reproductions ERIC makes available * 
* via the ERIC Cocument Reproduction Service (EDRS). EDRS is not * 
* reeponsible for the quality of the original document. Reproductions * 
* * 
* * 


supplied by EDES are the best that can be made from the original. 
FOSSA ISSE SAS SES SSEHEKE SHAK SEHSEK SK SES AEE SEAESSEREEE HEE SEE SEEEEEEEEEEEE EH EEESE 


< a 53 i oo ? 98) ar 7 
i . . o ft i 
re. | : 


| ‘ ENCOURAGING: YOUNG AUTHORS AND YOUNG READERS 
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Many educators; linguists, and psychologists are aware that 

= when students read, prey learn to read, and when they ‘write, they 
learn to write. At a time when the public is clamoring for qual i~ 
| , ~ ty in the literacy of young people, these expert's agree that ‘the. 


greatest support for developing a high quality of literacy is 


for students. to be involved in reading and writing activities 


» 


that are significant and functional in their own personal and 


social lives. When yoting people are excited about reading and ‘ 


: writing activities which are relevant to their daily lives, they 


do not have to continually focus on tedious skill exercises to 


increase their proficiency. 


4 ‘ ; 
It is with the purpose of making reading and writing \sig- 


nificant to the lives of young people that schoolwide, district- — J 


wide, and statewide conferences.have been developed. In 


’ 


prepa- ae oa 


; ration for ise Sails where readership and authorship are - a 


the focus, teachers are amazed at the excitement and quality of 


work generated by students» The descriptions which follow focus 
. « 


von two different conferences: The Young Authors Conference and “ 


the Young Readers Award, a two-year cyclic ‘program developed t,7 


XY . 


the University of Arizona, College of Education in Tucson, 


) 


% 


f «< 
Arizona. lavh cbaiaiaat is described in such a way that, another 


community wil] be. able to set up their own program. Ps 
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ae , ART ZONA YOUNG AUTHORS CONPERENCE 
| ‘ Ve . ; rn . . > 
| ./ Major Purpose 
To provide a wide range of opportupities for students to write. 


i Although the Young Authors, Conference nocoenines the, talents | 
sf - ; Ra 
/ ‘of a-select group of young persor®, it seeks to inotivate and | ' 


encourage a variety of wrifing by all children in the class- 
room and at home. 
Overview 
y The Arizon) Young Authors Conference of 1976 brought to a cen- P 
tral location hundreds of children of kindergarten to eighth- 
grade age levels: The children represented their local schools, 
“and included a wide variety of academic, socio-economic, lin- 
guistic, racial and ethnic groups. On the Conference day, they 
—-. , 
brought copies ¥ fheir own-authored books: to be shared with a 
¢ 
group of young-authors of a similar age. They attended a small 
ye « ‘group seminar to ‘stimulate additional writing, ate Lunch with 
fellow writers bohe other school districts in’ the state and 
“tin 8 ; listened to Pa exciting professional author, fill Martin, Jr., 
talk about ube, I 
: The Young Authors Conference is the culmination of a year 
of careful preparation and sanatie, key personnel trom local 


\ school districts, libraries, and the university faculty. serve 
| ‘ ™ ‘ 


- on a Permanent Coordinating Committee, which is the organizing 


hody for bdth the Young: Auflors Conference’ and the Young: Readers ‘ 


Award. During the vear of working on the Young Authors Conferences 


v a ‘5 ’ o 
. ; . 


the Committee is concerned with the following ‘egsponsibilities: 4 


“+L. Determine a calendar of events to implement the 
Young Authors Conference concept. 


2. Establish necessary policies and financial’ support. . x 
3. Plan and organize the conference day. Select the 
main speaker. 


4) Develop and carry through in-service programs. f 

5. ‘Plan publicity in newspapers, rgdio, and T.V. 

6. Utnvdlve undergraduate students from fhe university. 

7. Select personnel to staff the conference. | 

8. Organize transportation to the conference for 

children and tea hers. 
a ee * 'e 

Activity at ‘the Local Area - School or District 
When each school and district is notified of the -spring Young 
Authors Conference, they are encouraged to hold a local confer- J 
ence ‘as a ated inthis to the statewide conference in order to 
involve every child. To accomplish this goal, in-service work- 
shops are available for any participating teachers or admini- 
strators led by knowledgeable teachers, Librarians or university “ 


9 ~ 


personnel. ‘The workshop participants are actually involved them- 


selves in fidiictad aati experiences and are provided with 


-a large number of ‘om ideas: : 
1. How to stimwWate writing through a variety of 


activities and ideas. 


2. How to develop the self-editing process in 
children. 


3. How to make a book from scrap materials. 


Competition between children is discouraged by finding ways 


to display every child's book and to share them with others in 


ihe classroom, school, or local community. The children ip 
Ceach class or each grade level choose a representative --~ not 
necessarily a best writer ---to be part of the district and thea 
the state-wide secant The representative! S purpose is to. 
return to the class yee ideas which will generate more wr iting, 
rather than to receive a prize, and have the feeling that the 
conference is a ‘personal culminating activity. The focus is 
constantly on the ‘iickiaete not simply a eee = 


Limitations are not placed on what and how children write. 


Many alternatives are acceptable at the Young Authors Conference. 


" Children are allowed to’ share authorships, or to be part of an 


‘iMustrator-author team. Children may illustrate their books in 
any media. Books of ees aaa and non- fietion can be 
brought. Children ithe write in a language other than English are 
permitted to share their writing in that language. Representative 
young authors even may bring the writings of sbddents other than 
their own to share with conference participants at the statewide 
conference. 

. The children's books should be duplicated go that no student 
is ever asked ‘es part with a treasured oe.) Student~ 


authored books are a valuable resource from the classroom to the 


university level. Some schools catalogue “the children's books, 


and make them part of the regular circulating: collection. The 
University of Arizona asks that a duplicate be made for its col- 
. } 
lection. The books are a valuable aid in introducing university 
‘sf 
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: - ® ‘ ee ae 
stydents or language eeregruers to children's writing, 


Activity at the.State Level © ,s 


While the local school and district conferences are taking 


x b { = 
place, the planniwg for the state conference begins. After 


the ‘con ference, date has been set, much behind-the~scenes work 
must: be. done mi ‘A large number of childrei can be decommodated 


if every detail is planned carefully. 
i : 


a ‘ 
& : F . : 

yo The conference dav is organized aroufd three major 
. vaspects: 


1. .A session to share the sel f-authored , book 


2.°A creative writing session ‘e 

Sa: oA listening session led by a professional author 
The day is divided into four sections of time for each child. : Mies 
, a ae : : 


- 


Three of the sections are orgatfized around the sessions just 
: listed, and a fourth time slot is set aside for lunch and re+ 
laxation. These sessions are led by three di fferent greups of 
adults. The Book-Sharing sessions are led by 4 group of teachers 
who can help ehildren feel comfortable quickly so they will be 
at ease in reading to each other and discussing saith others 
‘ books. - The Creative Writing sessions are led by ‘persons iftig: 
are good iotieatoes of writing and have tany exciting ideas which 
A children start working on at the conference and take. ‘back to their 


schools to stimulate continuous writing. A-third group of adults, 

who could be paver or teachurs—Talge tidigs are used ty atay vie \ 

with the same group of children during all the activities as well 2 
5: ‘ 


4 é ; a 


‘ : : XN 4 
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co as through the lunch period. They direct children betweer- rooms, 
and provide the children withthe continuity of an adult to help 

-* 7 
them -feel secure during this new and exciting experience. These 


EM gst people must keep the children in a group, and must. know the physi- 
, 8 ; 


eal facilities well so that children are moved with ease. The 


. ‘6 

‘group leaders for the Book~Sharing and Creative Writing sessions 
can asi the same activity with sevetal groups. One large ses- 
sion which might accommodate one-third, to one-hal f of the childreg 
at one time is planned with a prominent author wlione name is fa- 
miliar to the children, . 

The Creative Writing and Book~rShairing sessions should be : * 
small in size, and should range from 12 to 15 children. For 


children aged 5-12 eath of thege sessions should be no longer than 
‘ one hour in‘ jenget For older children a session of an hour anda» 
half is more appropriate. Groups can be organized to constitute 
a — or three year age span. Students can be assigned from regis- 
trants dodoar the state when determining a group's memberships but 
it is hel p, ul if at least one other child from the same school is 

' . 
a member of the group. This provides both the security of someone 
k€own while at the same time gives a broad opportunity ko make new 
friends. . ; . 
General brocedure 
The following procedures are part of the year of preparation for 
the ‘Young Authors Krakoiricws te 

’ ; ? 
1. A publicity brochure is prepared and distributed which 


announces and stimulates interest in a Young Authors 
‘ 4 
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Conference, and allows teacheys to write for an infor- 


e- ‘ “a 


mation brochure. é 
An information broetoxe is developed’ to explain: Pro- 
cedures for the local conferences; the help the Permanent 
Committee can Provide ; how a local danas can, obtain 
help; ‘and how the statewide conference will be organized. 
Registration for the statewide conference is mailed out 
early with a firm deadline date at least a month before 
the actual conference. . ' 
Ag the registrations are received, each child is assigned 
to a small group of &hildren of similar age. Confirma- 
tions are sent out tol each school. This packet with the 
confirmations. includes: \ ; 
a. Badges for each participant with names in large 
letters. Roomeassignments for each session can 
. be written on the badge. The badges can be 


color-coded for age groups. 


b. Maps of the conference site with the building 
afid room numbers labeled. / 


c. Instructions detailing the procedures to 
follow on the day of the conference. ; 
It is important for the children to know as much as ‘ 
sosdend about what: to expect at the conference. 
Teachers should be instructed to carefully specify 
meeting times and places before, during, and after 
the conference. 
/ 


A packet is developed tor each leader who is/responsible 


for organizing and staying with the same group of children + 


“throughout the conference. This packet is picked up the 
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oO 
day of the conference, and includes: 


Programs for the day. 
Certificates of participation for each child. 
The certificate should focus on the partici- 
pation of all the young authors in the school 
as represented by the child attending the 
conference. 
Evaluation sheet. Each child is asked to fill 
out the evaluation to help in planning the next 
conference. 
A confirmation letter is sent to each adult leader. A 
meeting is held with adult leaders to explain their 
services, answer any questions, and provide them with 


badges, programs, and maps of the site. ; 


The careful planning of the conference together with meetings 


y 
held mit to the conference with group leaders, teachers, ‘and ' 


librarians provide the opportunity for a most successful conference 
\ 
day. : 


ARIZONA YOUNG READERS AWARD 
Major purpose ° 
To stimulate the interest of children and youth in reading literature 
written especially for them. The Arizona Young Readers Award allows 
children to nominate and vote for their favorite book, and identify. . 
them for others to read. As students choose their favorite book, 
the motivation is provided to dnepateas the development of life~ 
long reading internsta, 
Overviuw 
The Arizona Yeung Readers Award of 1977 was given to Judy Blume y 


author of the winning Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing. —The pre~ 


sentation ceremony was held at the University of Arizona in 
Tucson, Arizona, A carload of children from each participating 
school fas invited to see Ms. Blume receive the award. She 
spoke to ‘the assembled group, and afterward autographed copies 


of her books that children brought to the ceremony. A video 


tape was made of the proceedings to be duplicated and shown in 


schools aeross the state by alae 


x The Pennanent Coordinating Committee, whose member ghip 
represents the statewide contacts mentioned earlier, ‘is re- 
sponsible for. the Arizona Young Readers Award in-the years 


o 
alternate to the Young Authors Conference. As the Committee 
, ) 
turns its attention to the, Young Readers Award, it is concerned 
with the following duties: 


Ls Determine a calendar of events to implement the 
Young Readers Award concept. 


2. Establish necessary procedures and financial 
Support. . . 


‘Compile the nominated books for the AYRA. 
Plan publicity, in newspapers, radio, and T.V. 
Determine any in-service ~—s . 

Disseminate information to schools and libraries. 
Count returned ballots and determine winner. ° 
Compile list 9f nominated books for the next award. 
Activities at the Local and State ere 
Arizona Young Readers Award titles are coppiled from a list at 


books suggested by children all,over the state. Twenty of the 


favorite books are selected for the list. All book selections 


4 


are based on the following criteria? 


. 


3. Caldecott or Newberry Award winners are not eligible. 


~ 2. Only one title of any one author will be included. 


3. Titles published in the five years preceding the 
current year are eligible. . 


4. Non-fiction will not be considered. 


5. Titles must be in print. 

6. Authors on preceding lists may be repeated but not 
the particular title. 

7. The winning author of any one year is excluded from 
participation the following year. 


8. The authors selected should be living authors 30 
there is a greater possibility they will visit the 
site to accept the Awdrd. 


Even as the book list ig.being compiled, decisions are made 


about the day the Award is to be presented. The Committee must 
decide how to involye children in the award ceremony; who is to 
present the award, and what the award itself will be. 

Information is theh disseminated through libraries, schools, > 
and proféssional organizations so local planning and book pur- 
Masing can begin. Several thousand information packets are 
mafled throughout the state Which include : the List of titles; 
deadline dates; list of rules and policies; ard a copy of the 
ballot with a place for nominations on the reverse side. To 


schools and 


. fi 


participate in the Arizona Young Readers Award, 
public libraries must agree to the following: 


le Acquisition of 12 of the 20 selected books. 


2. Stimulation of interest in the award. 


10 
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3, Require children to read or have read to them a 
minimum of 5 of these books, in order to vote. 


4. -Reproduce ballots for each child to vote. 


5. Tally the votes. 
9 


.6. Have each child nominate five new favorite Fiction 
titles on the back of-the ballot to be used for the 
’ next award book list. 


7, Tally and compile a list of the five favorite books 
in rank order, 


8. Mail. ballots and tally sheets by designated date. / 


Individual classrooms, schools, or public Libraries 
encouraged to set aside periods of time to read and dyhdues the 
nominated books. Teachers are encouraged to see th significance 
of uninterrupted sustained silent reading. toeaifachosl e and 
libraries are encouraged to present their own (ard to a favorite 

/ « 
author and write their congratulations to thé winner. Ime goal’ 
te stimulating the development of li fe-Lopg reading intereats can 
be met at this level of participation, 
Procedures 
Implementation of the following procedures take place during the 
year preceding the Young Readers Award: ; 
1. Announcements are made to al] people responsible for 
purchasing books, Plenty of time must be allowed to 
order books. 
Rgoklists and sample ballots are mailed to interested 
teachers and librarians. 
Newspaper and television publicity is sought to interest 


~~ 


1) 
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young readers and their librarians, teachers, and 


parents.” Continued publicity includes: 


a. * Meetings to share selected books with 
$ sp. , a teachers and librarians. 
a . ¢ 
| oe % . b. Announcements at State Reading Council and 
eS . ‘ % Teachers of English Meetings. 


| : ‘c. Displays at State Librarians Association 
e . Meetings and other professional meetings. 


{ - d, Notifying bookstores which carry children's” 
. books of the nominated books and een 
them to set up displays. 
e, Distribution of information through: educational 


Be US newsletters, librarian newsletters, and other 
’ ‘publications. 


: moss ‘ 
4. Letters dre sent to the publisher of each of the twenty 
® nominated books asking for an for the vinntng. 
author. It is important to keep in mind that the winning 
-. «guthor may not be able to ‘attend, and alternative plans 
may need to be made. OS ‘ 
5. Arrangements are made for the Award Ceremony. tn Arizona, * 
oe = the award is presented in association with an on-going 
te. . Book Fair sponsored by the University Library Science and 
English Departments. Displays are available by profeg- 
sional publishers of children's books, and by local library 
and university personnel. \ ° . =m 
6. Ballots are Pewned be the University. Members of the 
' ° Permanent Coordinating Ccunditne count the ladiovs which 
reveal the favorite author of the young réaders, ; 
7. The reveyse side of the ar ia are tabilated to reveal 
" : the twenty child-selected tooks nominated for the next 
bi Reuiders Award. . ' 


12 


; ; 8.| The winning’ author is notified, and invited to accept 
a : ¢ the’ award. 
1 . a s a, i Arrangements are made to house and entertain the author, 
‘ - if the invitation is accepted. *° . ~ 
; 7 10. Contact is made with the Geverten’ or other public figures 
. . . : to present the Award. r 
es ll.: Public arinouncement of the aii is made at the Award 


Satdenis and Book Fair. The proceedings are video-taped, 

so children all over the state may see the winning author : 

° 12. Finally, the announcement of the 20 child~selected titles 
i, 


for the next Award is made. ; ; ' . 


: IMPLICATIONS 
The vane Authors Conference/Young Readers Award Program merved 
as a catalyst in the community. The Young Authors Conference 
2! . provides thousands of chi}éfen both opportunity ‘and purpose ‘to 
ae ‘ * write for many months,.and to begin, to realize their potential 
as young writers. The Young Readers pad Saece children inter- ‘ 


acting with literature, as they are able to express their appre- “4 


~, 


ciation to authors who write in a manner which appeals —— 
F ‘ 
to them. Many persons in schools, libraries, univérsities, and 


homes are involved in ‘the .process, and are sorking cegvenes: with 


. 
. 
. 


a comon goal of encouraging reading | writing by all children 


. in the school-library community. : : 


~- 


